
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF FEBRUARY 3, 2020 

 

The Work Session of February 3, 2020 was called to order at 6:30 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, the Borough 

Administrator, and Borough Clerk.  The Borough Solicitor arrived at 7:08 p.m. 

 

It was stated that the public Comment period would be held after the interviews of the 

Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZB). 

 

Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed for Zoning Board member interviews 

at 6:31 p.m.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich seconded the motion, which was approved 

unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 7:29 p.m. where they had agreed to 

appoint two new appointments for the Zoning Board of Adjustment at the February 11, 

2020 Commissioner meeting. 

 

Kim Custer, Evergreen Lane, and Herb Hess, W. Redman Avenue, immediately joined the 

meeting for public comment.   

 

Ms. Custer started by thanking the Commissioners for the recent work at Lullworth Hall, 

which is now more secure.  She and Mr. Hess then presented the Commissioners with their 

written concerns regarding what more could be done regarding the structures on the 

Bancroft property.  Commissioner Kasko reviewed briefly the condition some of these 

structures were in when the Borough took ownership of the property.  Ms. Custer asked 

what the timeline was for these properties, both the development side and the side that 

will be going to the Board of Education (BOE).  She also asked what was being done 

about the drainage issues at the Boxwood Hall site.  The Borough Administrator replied 

that the easements for both properties are almost complete.  Regarding the drainage 

behind Boxwood Hall, the vendor is due to come back by the end of February and then 

the equipment will be removed.  The land swap with school is almost done, the BOE has 

completed what they needed to do and now we have to finish up our end.  She noted 

that the Open Space Fund money through 2020 will be used for the land swap.  The BOE 

will be required to go through the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) should they 

wish to do anything with those buildings that are on the land they will get from the 

Borough.  Ms. Custer noted that there will be no guarantees on the status of those 

buildings once they are owned by the BOE.  She then also commented that the State’s 

Open Space Grants were originally to be used for the purchase of the Bancroft site and 

to protect that property.  The Administrator noted that the open space being preserved 

is on the development side of the property in the back and along one side.  Ms. Custer 

then asked if there was any potential to have a Margaret Bancroft Park on this site.  The 

Administrator stated that Stuart Haring from Haddonfield Outdoor Sculpture Trust (HOST) 

is working on getting the original statue recreated.  Discussions ensure about the 

possibility of such a park and whether or not there was anything the Borough could do 

to obtain open space or a park on the BOE’s side of the property.   Commissioner Kasko 

asked if we were ready to move forward with the land swap.  The Administrator replied 

that we should have the required title search back in about two weeks.  She has already 



been talking to the School Superintendent about putting together a joint announcement 

for when this has been finalized.  Mr. Hess talked about Commissioner Bianco Bezich’s 

comments regarding the use of plexiglass to protect stained glass windows at Lullworth.  

The Commissioner replied that she is waiting for responses from the Police and Fire 

Departments, as well as the Public Works Department about any possible issues using 

plexiglass.  Ms. Custer asked if she and Mr. Hess could get access to photograph the 

stained glass from the inside of the building.  The Administrator replied that they could do 

that, but they just needed to make arrangements to get inside the building.  Mr. Hess 

commented that that there are people driving through the Lullworth Hall parking lot and 

suggested that signage should be put up stating that this is not allowed.  Ms. Custer and 

Mr. Hess left the meeting at 7:49 p.m. 

 

Eric Zino, Library Director, and Amy Goodworth, Chairperson the Library Board of Trustees, 

joined the meeting at 7:50 p.m. to discuss a proposal for an increase in the library budget.  

Mr. Zino reviewed increases in attendance for the various programs offered to the public, 

as well as the changes in the annual budget over the recent years.  He anticipates that 

they will be just over the $1 million cost mark for expenses moving forward.  They are trying 

to make their reserves last for another six years, rather than just three.  Additionally, they 

are looking at increasing the part-time personnel.  They are looking for a budget that 

would cover 94% of their expenses.  The Administrator suggested that the fundraising 

possibilities will be need to be looked into because she did not see the Borough being 

able to budget at that level.  Mr. Zino stated that the Haddonfield Friends of the Library 

are being more aggressive in seeking donations and they are working on creating 

partnerships with other organizations for fundraising, as well as sponsoring.  Mayor 

Rochford asked if we would be able to obtain resources from the County system.  Mr. 

Zino felt that maybe something could be done regionally for audio sharing services and 

other similar services.  Ms. Goodworth felt that this could result in a cost savings.  Mr. Zino 

noted that they are only using the money available through the Haddonfield Foundation 

for capital purchases.  Mr. Zino suggested closing off the computer room with a glass wall, 

which could allow for other classroom or meeting style use.  The Administrator suggested 

that the Borough could use some capital money for something like that.  It would require 

going out to bid for the work.  Discussions then centered about some of the programs 

being offered.  Additionally, the Library’s utility costs were briefly reviewed.  Mr. Zino and 

Ms. Goodworth left the meeting at 8:12 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich provided a review of a recent meeting held with herself, the 

Administrator and representatives from the Borough of Audubon regarding the renewal 

of the Municipal Court contract.  She noted that they are asking for a 2.5% increase 

annually because of increased personnel costs.  This contract would run from January 1, 

2020 through December 31, 2022.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich indicated that she had 

no issues with these increases and recommended moving forward.  The Commissioners 

agreed that the services provided are running very smoothly and that there has been no 

decline in service.  The Commissioners then agreed to add a resolution to the February 

11th agenda authorizing the signing of this renewal agreement. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed a request from a resident on West Cottage Avenue to 

have a handicapped parking space in front of their home and they do not have a 

driveway.  She recommends that this ordinance change be made, once it has been 



confirmed that the resident has the documentation showing the handicapped placard 

request.  The Commissioners agreed to add the necessary ordinance to the February 11th 

agenda.  The Administrator then reviewed the requirements for handicapped placarded 

vehicles when parking at meters or kiosks; which is that they must pay for the first 30 

minutes.  However, this is difficult to enforce.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that 

Cape May has changed their ordinances to that there is free parking for those with 

handicap placards or license plates.  It was noted that we would have to change our 

ordinances to do this.  Commissioner Kasko asked if there was any push back or downside 

from other groups when Cape May made this change.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

indicated that there was nothing published about it if there was.  The Borough Solicitor 

asked if this would mean that a handicapped person could park in any metered space 

and not have to pay, not just in the handicapped spaces themselves.  The Administrator 

confirmed that this was correct.  Mayor Rochford asked if this type of parking would then 

increase and Commissioner Kasko asked if we knew what the current volume of use was.  

The Administrator replied that this was not known.  She further stated that the reason this 

is coming up is because the Partnership for Haddonfield (PfH) wishes to put into a new 

brochure that handicapped parking is free, but currently the law does not support that.  

The Solicitor suggested adopting a moratorium ordinance for 6 months to monitor what 

happens.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated the Human Relations Commission (HRC) is 

looking at inclusivity, and would be interested in creating a guide to handicapped 

parking in town.  The Administrator asked if the Commissioners wished to leave the fees 

as they currently are or change the ordinance.  Mayor Rochford suggested passing the 

ordinance to make the parking free.  After additional discussions the Commissioners 

agreed to get a copy of the Cape May ordinance for free handicapped parking and 

revisit the issue. 

 

The Commissioners then discussed the two reports that have been received regarding 

the stormwater issues resulting from the June 20, 2019 storms; the implementation plan 

from Remington & Vernick (R&V) and the analysis report from Princeton Hydro.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that she was fine with the documents being 

changed from “Draft” to “Final”.  Mayor Rochford noted that this was a 200-year storm 

for a 25-year storm design and that it was going to overwhelmed no matter what.  The 

Administrator agreed that per the Princeton Hydro report showed that the system would 

have been overwhelmed.  Mayor Rochford asked if more time was needed to review 

the report before it was released to the public.  The Commissioners agreed that this could 

be released to the public.  The Commissioners agreed that Princeton Hydro needed to 

be present if a public meeting was held regarding their report.  The Commissioners 

agreed and all agreed to either February 25th or March 10th as possible dates for this 

meeting.  Mayor Rochford provided a review of the January 27th meeting he and the 

Administrator had with the residents of Concord Drive.   

 

The Administrator then reviewed the recommendations from the R&V implementation 

plan.  Specifically discussed was the possibility of rebuilding the Concord Drive drainage 

system to be able to deal with 100-year storms and various ways to upgrade the drainage 

to work smoother.  Next, the Commissioners talked about the Lafayette/Heritage area, 

which could be a whole new system.  The last area is a combination of between Kings 

Highway and Chews Landing, which deals more with the County.  There are two different 

proposals.  County will be dredging Newton Creek, which may be a help.  The 



Administrator talked about the roads that would be dealt with regarding construction.  

The Commissioners were asked if they would require larger storm drain pipes as we go 

forward.  Commissioner Kasko noted that this will be a multi-year project.  The 

Administrator agreed, and cautioned the Commissioners that it will be difficult to choose 

which area gets worked on first.  The possibility of putting in underground storage tanks in 

certain areas was discussed, as well as the possible ramifications of doing so.  It was noted 

that the costs provided are only construction costs, and do not include anything else.  

Mayor Rochford pointed out that all of this does not guarantee that the water issues 

would be fixed forever.  The Administrator reviewed the potential for applying for a 

Transportation and Community Development Initiative (TCDI) grant through the 

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Co. that could be applied for as a group with some 

of the surrounding towns, which could open up access to other money possibility.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich suggested that we should keep our eyes out for creative 

fixes in the meantime while trying to get these bigger projects done.  It was agreed that 

both of these reports would be available to the public on February 4th through the 

website. 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich reviewed what she looking to do with the current social 

media policy and what she is looking for from the other Commissioners.  They agreed to 

look over the draft policy and get back to the Administrator with any suggestions. 

 

Next, the Administrator suggested going back out for RFQ for an Affordable Housing 

Developer, since it has been over 10 years since the we went out for these services.  She 

and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then reviewed various ideas on how the density for the 

Snowden Avenue Lot project could be reduced in size.  Mayor Rochford asked what type 

of timeline would be needed for this.  The Administrator suggested that it could be started 

at the February 11th meeting by authorizing to go out for RFQ with a due date prior to the 

first work session in March.  She also suggested putting in 2-3 options in the RFQ.  

Commissioner Kasko asked if the Commissioners would have to determine other locations 

for some of the affordable housing.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich suggested wording 

generally as within the overlay.  The Commissioners agreed to authorize going out for RFQ 

at the February 11, 2020 meeting. 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich then reviewed various future events that she wants to have; 

i.e., a suffrage resolution or proclamation, lighting BH purple for suffrage, honoring African 

American history month, and honoring women’s history month.  The Commissioners 

agreed to add a suffrage proclamation to the February 11th agenda.   

 

The February 11th meeting agenda was reviewed.  The only changes made at this time 

were the inclusion of the items already discussed earlier in the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich provided an update from PfH.  She announced that she 

would be meeting with the Police Chief regarding two bike issues that occurred in the 

downtown last Saturday.  We are working on bringing in Auxiliary Police Officers during 

certain hours on Friday and Saturday evenings.  The Commissioner also announced that 

the events scheduled for Valentine’s Day is still moving forward.  The Administrator also 

noted that the flower shop on Mechanic Street is requesting to have their name added 

to the list of shops in Kings Court.  The Commissioners questioned putting this on the list of 



shops in Kings Court and suggested that they reach out to the landlord owning the 

building on Mechanic Street on which the list of shops in posted. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed a request from HOST for wrought iron fencing in Tatem 

Gardens.  HOST would also like to have a sign on said fence.  The purpose of the fence is 

to designate an area as the “zoo”.  The Commissioners discussed the request briefly and 

agreed that the Administrator should reach to get more information on the purpose of 

the fence. 

 

An update on the 2020 Borough Budget was provided by the Administrator.  She advised 

that she will have the first draft at the next work session and asked the Commissioners for 

any special requests and/or capital project suggestions. 

 

The Clerk then advised the Commissioners of a request for the local Girl Scout troop to 

allow them to sell their cookies on the sidewalk in front of one of the stores in the 

downtown.  After a brief discussion the Commissioners agreed that they could allow such 

an event in Kings Court, as long as they submit a General Event Permit Application for 

approval. 

 

At 9:53 p.m. Commissioner Bianco Bezich made a motion to go into closed session to 

discuss potential litigation and the Bancroft development.  Mayor Rochford seconded 

the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session and adjourned the meeting at 10:40 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


